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“1. Valga, Estonia, is a county seat in south central Estonia, located on 

the Estonia-Latvia border on the main line of the railroad running 
- between Tartu and Riga, Latvia. Valga is a very old city having been 

officiallyxestablished in 1584. The normalegauge railroad was begun 
in 1889, thessmall gauge in 1896 and it is now important as a key 
rail center. * There was no public transportation in the city itself 
with the exception of a few taxi cabs. The population in 1934 was 
10,832, composed primarily of Estonians. One of the oldest landmarks 
is the classic style Lutheran Church on the corner of Kesk and Rila 25X1X 
Streets, which was built about 1787. ms 
heard that the southwest section of the city tad been almost completely 
destroyed, but how true this is I do net know. 


j 
2. I have lofated on a map {preilable at the CIA . 
Map Library/ the principal landmarks of Valga, the numbers below corresponding 
to those on the maps * 


1. City Hall. Small, one-story, wooden building with perhaps 

“806-25 rooms. The roof went up to a point under which was 
a large clock and the painted wording "Valga City Hall”. 
During the first Soviet occupation (June”1940-duly 1941) 
the name was changed to “Executive Committee of City of 
Valga". The original wording was replaced upon the de- 
parture of the Soviets and the arrival of the Germans. 


2. Lutheran Church. Although the doors remained open during 
the first Soviet occupation, people were afraid to attend 
services. It‘was used by the Communists for meetings and 
the grounds syrrounding the church were used for storing 
hay and straw. Whether or not the interior was used for 
the same purpose I do not know. 25X1A 
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3, Custom. House. This small casa building was located on the border. The 
border: consisted of a five-to six-foot ditch which could easily be crossed. 
During Estonian independence, one only needed his passport to cross into 


Latvia while during both the Seviet nd German POeH ER Cr ene no documents 
were. pReseenesy: 


he Pmeerres Bank. Large stone building, erected in 1930, which also contained 
a branch office of ane petonten ey Bank (for farmers). 


5. Cooperative Bank. Two-or oeee tly, thres<story stone bullding containing | 
\. . perhaps -20-rcoms. During thé German’ occupation ae 1i9h4) it was turned. 
into an Army hospital. - 


° 6. "Sade" Theatre. This was a four-story. stone, building, the largest 


in Valga, ‘There was an duditorium with a seating eapacity of 500.0on the ground 
floor,. ‘fhe floor was not sloped and was used for dances, meetings, 
etc. It had a well- equipped stage, dressing rooms, etc. ‘The building 
also housed the Bank of Valga. : as well as the Police: Headquarters » During the 
' first Soviet occupation, the name was changed to "Valga Workers”. 


7. County, Government. Bailding. * Bud ‘ta, 1938 | or "4936" it was a one-story, plaster 
on brick building. . oe ' 


8. Valga Gyttniag-tuine Bulle Lin 1940" or. Bea this was. “B. & tundersttiy? yiton building 
which had the largest. eyinasitim in Valga. ‘and ‘in addition haa a rifle: range 
in. the basement. 


9. oti mete Se EE eR 


10. Army Distr ot, Headauaiters = patch, bnesstory wooden. puilding,. postal. 
le oy 


> War. It, hada. thaxble base 
on ni ‘oF ‘ihadch” was. a Life- -size' “statue of Kuperjanov... During’ ‘the first 
Soviet: “occupation the statue| ‘was. removed “and. horses were put. tg tg n PH | on, 
the grass Plot surrgundtng chee, oma fyailable on Loan. Sr: 
"a the minbers. bALow corres: 
13. Post Office: OA two-story, stone. or. brick building, painted aa ae 
also ‘housed t the’ ‘telephone. vf fice, and 3 library. 


14. Home Giard Heedquarters. ” “Large bullding containing, a ayia hall. 


Ge 


BO i ghee ont 
olen! ge 


16. ane) Large, eehay. stone ‘building » with ‘spacious “grounds. 


17. Railroad Station which ‘also. 
rail cane hed the Podlowin 


set ‘the. telegraph offices ‘Vales, as a key 
ines running , into. it. 


+ a 


Valgs-Pets eae | 
Valga-Ruje Mseiniie’ et senee ee 
Valga-Riga (internati cial route’ on into Gertieny) - normal gauge . 
Valga-Gubena, : ee h smell es rmed 
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om 1By Hone Beonanis: ‘School fore Iss 


Se LOe hairs one-story pede 


a8. Market 


ah +33. ns apothecary. 


. 36. Red uous hotel. 
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ngs. an ues spall iraes workers. 
20. Brick Factory. 
‘la Factory there Bo ah ae were: 2 dumpregnated ‘witty coal tape 


22. Gakden: belonging’ £6: ‘the Sade. Theatre.’ containing ‘tables: and - 
ms benches ‘end used. asa ‘pienic ‘erdunds. 3 cs ; 


ad 


23. Open airy ee Saige Siero market « 


et shaiiontie ‘oil ce seay sonst omer 
abe Priiuetes conten: y (pumase) ees Es ee 


le BG ee Mater. tower- ‘for vediveads 3 dallas: seeptaye “ln Valess 


BR Power -station:~ Large,’ ‘three-story brick. puitlding,: with. high chimney. 


aah, . be 


n> sO " eee ares et ie. a Ae ie 
2 Public. seins noel ‘on: peageit- creek: ‘(inca as Konnadja’ Greeks. by” 
ly wbhe: “people ). 


"39, Opthodox Cemetery - 


ee range for: nee duende 


. mvalga Newspaper" ‘ * Qna-ebory brick. building. During the first 
. Boviet-occupation, the name of the paper “was changed to anes 
. Communist" + . 


re 


ny ve: Veli Praga ‘Sichog) tins piper Sabie Pulsetes Gteacte ‘One ee toy 


prick building contained the shops (carpentry and mechanics) and 
ee ee two- ake woeden" iuiising. * the.- ‘chassyoomsi,. | wbise 


35-6 "Rex" ‘movie , house. 


37- Hotel. Two-story. wooden pbuilding. During the German occupation 
gg fivet- ala station was maintained’ on the. first:-Ploon.: 


338 ar Supply House: and. one rooms for the German, Aris; 
39. Public § School. . 
ho. Blenentary: Schools | 
hae: Public. hee otises: p 
he. Fire Department. 

43. two-story. stone building, used first by the Germans (1941) as 


headquarters of Field Police and later by District Commissar 
(Gebietskomissar). 
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Brewery, "A Le Cog”. ‘This was a pranch of the main plant in Tallinn, 


_where carbonated water and soft drinks were manufactured. 


er and Kiipssaer™ privately owned transport firm. In addition to 
‘ penting trucks I pelieve they also maintained the Valga tax} service. 


ze Cafe» Ese 
Men 's, tailor. shop. 


Men's. Barber, shop. i, 0 


Lepik Department store , named for the owner. This was a four-story 
puilding slightly smaller than the: "Gade? Theatre. 


_Radlroad wepair stations. 


City and County Motor Vehicle Department, including ‘garage for repair 
of government vehicles as well as privately-owned automobiles. - 
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